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UK Coalition for Cultural Diversity




ACTION REPORT December 2010

The UK Coalition for Cultural Diversity,UKCCD, continues to be the UK’s leading civil society forum promoting the Convention for the Promotion and the Protection of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions (2005).

The UKCCD continues to benefit from membership by the Federation of Entertainments Unions, the Creative Rights Alliance a variety of creator organisations and collecting societies. Through its seminar programme it also has an extended network of supporters and alliances including with the National Campaign for the Arts and with the Commonwealth Foundation. However, due to our limited capacity we have not been able to increase regular membership this year.
The UKCCD is a consultative partner to the UNESCO’s UK National Commission and to the UK government on the implementation of the aims of the Convention. 

Activities

Work with government and the National UNESCO Commission

· It has provided information on the Convention, 2005 for the recent impact assessment requested by the UK Government as part of its review of membership of UNESCO and other UN agencies.

· It has been asked by the National Commission to propose a Conference for stakeholders to promote the aims of the Convention and is currently seeking partners so that the relevance of the Convention’s aims can be presented in the context of the government’s cuts programme. 

· It has informed across the four Committees of the National Commission on the significance and objectives of the Convention

U40 programme

· The UKCCD has supported an independent group of under 40s interested in setting up a U40 group and in June this year held a forum with the support of U40 International and in the present of Anna Steinkampf and several U40 Fellows.

· A further U40 seminar will beheld on 10 December

· We have also supported 3 interns from MA programmes in Culture and Management who have worked in the delivery of our events.

The UKCCD plays the leading role in presenting and promoting the Convention with key stakeholders in the UK. These include presentations to the :

· Arts Council of England review of International Policy; the British Council; the Greater London Authority; BBC, Channel 4 and other media and tv channels. In particular this year 

· Collaboration with the National Campaign for the Arts on an audit on cultural policy

· Collaboration with the Coalitions’ Campaign for Public Service Broadcasting in defence of legislation to shrink the BBC budget and dilute the sector

The UKCCD is active in promoting the Convention’s agendas in Europe and into agendas for Culture and Development 

· Action to raise awareness among MEPs, assistant and EP staff on the need to protect creative industry jobs and the status of the artist against possible changes in EU copyright law

· Presentation to EU wide seminar at VUB university in Brussels to celebrate 5th anniversary of the Convention. Speech highlighted the issues of concern to UKCCD members including maintaining cultural diversity and jobs inn any future measures on licensing, collective rights management and IP enforcement under the EU Digital Agenda

· Translation of the Convention’s objectives into proposals for a cultural institute in East Africa 

· Lobby of EU Culture Commissioner Vassiliou and other EU decision makers alongside other EU Coalitions in favour of action to support further EU investment in programmes and legislation that will promote jobs and cultural diversity

Newsletter

The UKCCD prepares regular newsletter bulletins relaying news from the International Federation (IFCCD), the European Coalitions for Cultural Diversity, Unesco, the European Union and cultural organisations operating in the developing world. It also updates on legislative and other actions relevant to the Convention in the UK.

